Come Join Us for Worship! Yolumse 5 fecua &

L T30 AM Commaunity Pancake Braokfost kugusi TO0R

& B30 AN Contemparary Warship T
® 1000 AM Traditionol Worship *

—— o ey
— it LA
T
- - - ===

it 2 “WEEK OF HOPE" A LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE FOR ALL!

Ardie Senft, Diaconal Minister

When we left for our migsion trip in the Washington, D.C. area on July
20", none of us really knew what to expect! Most of our youth had never been
to this area of the East, some had never been to the East. The exciiement
could be heard by all on the plane and by the time we pulled up to the church
where we would be housed the nervous giddiness was obvious to all. During
our time there we would be challenged to meet new people, work in areas that
were chosen for us, and be introduced for the first time to "Loving Out Loud”,
the theme for this week of service. The verse that was the basis for the "Love
Out Loud" theme is 1 John 3:18. “Let's not merely say that we love each other.
Let us show the truth by our actions.”

Our days were filled with service in areas around the city of Manassas —
disability camps, a thrift store, clean-up jobs at abandon homeas, home repairs
in poor neighborhoods, a homeless shelter for families, food drives at local
Safeway's, and working with elderly at a care center. The 20 youth and adults
that were there did 2100 hours of service in 4 days — WOW! But that wasn't all
we did. When we weren't working on our service crews we were involved in
Bible Study, recreation, and worship experiences lead by our leaders and bast
of all there was a variety show that starred several of our youth!

By Thursday were all very tired, but after all that work we all were ready
for some play. Friday and Saturday were our days to explore some local
places of interest, On Friday the mall in Washington, D.C. provided us with the
Smithsonian, Monument, war memarials and Linceln memorial, Can you be-
lieve we walked 9 miles- did | say we were tired? On Saturday we took off for
Gettysburg Battlefield in Pennsylvania. After time spent in the visitor center we
set off on a 2 hour audio auto tour of the battlefield with favorite points for our
youth being “Little Round Top” and "Devil's Den”,

On Sunday July 27", we returned from Baltimore with many good
memories and tired bodies. | have to say it was much quieter on the airplane
than the week before since almost everyone was sleeping! Enjoy our picturas
included here and the youth's reflection below! Thanks to all of you who sup-
ported our youth and help to make this trip a realityl
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LIVING GOD'S GRACE AND SHARING THE FAITH

Grace Vine
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GRACE VINE

Owr trip back east was a very special experience for me,
We were able to meet some great people, make life time friends
and see places that some people will never get the chance to see.
Each of us were given the chance to work with new people, serving
in different ways throughout Manassas, We were divided into
several different crews so none of us were with people of our own
vouth group. [ grew very close to the people in my crew and the other
vouth groups. Each crew was given a specific task that they would
accomplish during the week. My crew was given the privilege of
working with mentally handicap kids at a summer camp at a local
church. Being able to work with those kids and staff really opened me
eyes to the evervday challenges these kids face and how strong they
really are. | made a lot of really great connections during that week and miss everybody already.

Our youth group also grew closer together over the week, which is good and bad. we now have a better
understanding of each other and a new found respect, but it just makes it that much harder to leave them.
This was especially apparent during one of the services we held that really opened our hearts and minds to
forgiveness, It was an emotional service and as I watched the rest of my vouth group, seeing them accept
forgiveness and to forgive the wrongdoings of others, | was filled with pride and even more love for my
group. We were all sad to leave the church where we had stayed made so many new friends, but it was time
o ses some sightsecing .

Friday, probably one of the best days, we went to D.C. We saw so many cool things. One of my
favorite places was the National Air and Space Museum. [t was fascinating since it was kind of a look into
what [ want to do in my future so that was awesome. The other place [ really liked was WWII memorial,
which was on our way to the Viemam wall and the Lincoln Memorial. We had walked a long way so it felt
really nice to put my feet in the water and relax for awhile. From that view, it was neat to see the Washington
Monument and lawn one way, then, the reflecting pond and the Lincoln memorial in the other direction.

My feet were exhausted by then end of the day so it was a good thing we didn’t do much walking the
following day.

Saturday we went to Gettysburg. [ enjoved going through the museum seeing all the old things from
the Civil war and watching the videos about the war and that particular battle, But my lavorite parl was going
to Little Round Top and Devil's Den to climb on the rocks. t it was all
I'm so extremely happy that I was able to go on this trip. 1t was definitely the highlight of my summer.

I owe everybody in the congregation a huge, huge THANK YOU!!! You are all the best in the world,
Leiana Schilling

On our trip | learned to take risks and love out

. [ﬂud by serving others. | am glad [ got to work with
su'angcrs instead of working wuhju_sl the vouth from our
church because it was fun getting to know new people, 1 X
hﬂ.d. a lot of fun when we were working outside cleaning '

.up abandoned homes. On the first day | didn’t really want
it be on the clean-up crew and work outside, but then we
_all saw a guy walking down the street saving Jesus, Jesus

i 50 my crew began chanting Jesus, Jesus as we

"'-'-m'ked' That day made a difference in me and from then

ton [ wanted to be outside with my crew even more.

Chanee Martin-Schilling
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Mark Schilling
o D had a great experience helping other people and seeing people do things that they normally don't do. It
- felt pood to see the happy smiles of the people we helped. It was interesting to talk to people who we did-
n't even know and got to know them. Also, it was fun to be a part of our vouth group when we were hav- 7
ing a good time helping others and being together, Thank vou for this opportunity. '
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& Miguel Schilling ’
What this trip meant to me - it was great going 1o another state to help others do vard work and clean-up -+
- on our work crew at the Loving Out Loud work camp. It was also great to meet new friends. I think T
- came out more by giving a Ged sighting in front of about 100 people, most who I didn't know, [ think in
that cne week lots of us kids came out of our shells and had the courage to witness in front of people we
barely knew. 1 would really like to have an opportunity 1o participate in another camp like Week of
o Hope. Thank you very much for helping us with money and prayers so we could go.
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Andres Schilling
My experience at camp was really fun because [ got to meet a lot of new people. T had a great time with
= my work crew at my job helping mentally challenged kids, especially when [ had to chase this one boy .
“ around. I did pet him to calm down, [ expetienced God at work a 1ot during the week. And I guess [ was *
X kind of a “chick magnet™ when 1 was playing the piano during our evening services. Thank you ird
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| have to say that the Week of Hope was an

amazing experience! Ihad an awesome time. | metalot |
of new people that [ never imagined I would meet. None
of the people in my crew were from our vouth

group. This arrangement made it easy to meet and hang
outt with other people. The person [ was most proud of
over that week was Miguel Schilling. He got up on the
stage during our evening program and told everyone
-about his " God Sighting " for that day.

The most fun I had on that trip was being able to
help some mentally disabled youth, They were so awe-
some and 1 learned a lot from them. They are very brave g
to let us come into their camp. | had a lot of fun making a Ay

‘difference in their life. One thing that I learmned from them is that a lot of them are a lot smarter than us. We
went swimming, went to the gym, and even  had lunch with them. There was a boy named Matt who would

-always greet vou like you just came back from a one month trip to Hawaii. Then he would give vou a high
five and then say "smokin " and shake his hand like it hurt, And to you, it did hun,

We also had a great time with the worship, We got closer as a crew and as a youth group. We shared
our “God Sightings™ for each day. and we had fun singing songs. We experienced foot washing service to
-show that we can serve and be served, We leamed that we can forgive and be forgiven, how to take risks, and

how to keep doing those things even though the week of hope ended and we go back home.

O the last day of the week we traded crosses. We still came back with a small one but it is s0 creative.
All the crosses were creative, but we are very happy we got this one. The main cross was made from one  of
their old pews. On the bottom of the post is a plague that has the name of their church and where it is located.

It T could only say one sentence that sentence would be: That week was the best week of my life. And
I would recommend anyone to go on the week of hope.

Dana# Conroy

I had a great time on the mission trip and loved the time we spent with the dis-
abled kids we served, My life was really impacted and [ know  we all im-
pacted the lives of everyone we served, The sermons and the songs we sang dur-
ing worship were great! (Even though T felt a little weird washing someone
else’s feet, but that’s what serving others and taking risks is all.) 1 loved every
sccond of the week and ['m sure the disabled children we were buddies with
did, too. When our time in  Manassas ended, I didn’t want to leave.

Thanks again {or helping us fund this trip, [ had a great time!!!

Seth Morey
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Well. here I am back in Phoenix. Before | even get started about the trip, | want to thank all the
- people of the church who donated money and supported our fundraisers. You made this £Xperience pos- -
" - sible along with others not of from church. =
o So now about Manassas, Virginia, Week of Hope, July 20, 2008, Wow, just reflecting on it lights
= my eyes up. The week theme was “Love Out Loud™; the dmlv theme for Tuesday was Love Out Loud
* Risks. This was about taking challenges that God gives you and going out on a limb, out of your com-
fort zone and doing it. God surely challenged me that week. '
You see, | had said that during the week [ wanted to work with kids, inner city vouth that could
4 " use a smile, So you can lmagme my expression when [ found out [ would be working with a group thae
- would be doing community service/manual labor. That would be something T never would have picked
::': in a miklion years. It was a huge nsk that I stuck with until the end. In fact, in our youth group
.. devotions, a few people complimented me on my work and on sticking with it.
I think the most powerful moment for me was Wednesday night during youth evening program
" with the whole camip, Tom, one of the camp directors, narrated a skit performed by a few kids from the
-+ group. [t was about Jesus and the prostitute about to be stoned. Jesus told the Pharisees: He who has no
o sin cast the first stone. Slowly, one by one, they all dropped their rocks.
'_. Before that night's vouth program, every person had been instructed to pick up a small stone, not
i knnwmg for what it would be used. After the skit, Tom had us squeeze the rock really hard while telling
* us about Jesus’ forgiveness towards the prostitute and to us. Then he had us let go and used this meta-
phnr' When you squeeze the rock, it hurts. When you let 1t go, your whole body feels better. This is ltke
- .I"ﬂrg.l‘lre.rwu When vout hold it tn, it hurts. When vou forgive and lei it go, yvou feel betier. We were told
“T we could keep our rocks, but only if we wanted to hang on to our hurts. If not, we were invited and en-
. couraged to drop then into a bucketful of sand. And slowly, one by one, just like the Pharisees, every-
v one dropped their stone into the bucket.
_:' When the last day came, there were many goodbyes, and lots of hugs. Every day since the end of *
- camp, I thank God for letting me go. [ thank him for letting me grow closer to him and letting me see his ..
- awesome power flow through our group. 3

i Jamie Ramirez

¥ The Week of Hope was a wonderful experience for me. [ grew in my faith by leading crew de-
~ votions and listening to my new friends. 1 will never forget the feeling of accomplishment 1 had at the
- end of the day for a joh well done and the looks on the faces of the people we helped. | loved meeting

_'f new people from three other states and all different denominations. T will never forget the change that

. happened in me during our Week of Hope. Thank vou all for helping to make it possible for us to go.

MNick Kontr




























